[Closure of patent ductus arteriosus in elderly cases].
A technique for closure of patent ductus arteriosus in the elderly cases is described. We have operated on eleven adult cases of patent ductus arteriosus cases in 10 years. In five cases cardiopulmonary bypass used and in the other six cases it was not used. The cardiopulmonary bypass was used especially for the patients with pulmonary hypertension (pulmonary artery mean pressure greater than 40 mmHg), or high aged (older than 40 years) patients. No operative death have occurred in both groups, and no complication from air embolism or hemorrhage have been encountered. The technique embodies the profound hypothermia, low flow, and direct suture of the pulmonary end of the ductus arterious through a pulmonary arteriotomy. The ductus has been obstructed by using a Hegar's dilator before core cooling was started. Hegar's dilator is useful for establishing profound hypothermia and satisfactory visualization of the operative field.